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I1IiDt Ngtjm rt.1NJlity ("Notice"). The Notice requests comments Oft various issues of concern

outlined by the Federal CommunicatioI'ls Commission ("Commission"). Most of the issues

addfeued by the CoIftmiSlioft ift the Na*e areROft~ issues; however, CDB believes

it importMt to ..... thole items which have encifteerit'I ramifications.

FCDIROIt, CDB wishes to comMeRt Oft the Commission's role. The Commission's

pe.rticipItion is ROt only vital, but critical, in the establishment of a new service. The

Cotmniuion with limited reIOUroeS bas performed a valuable role. Furthermore, the

ComIllissioR RlCOpias it IRUIt pmtect enstiR, services with the implementation of any new

service. This is a formidable task when the new service is to be intqrated into the same

spectrum authorized to the CUImlt service. We note that other efforts are underway by a
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a MOdel ATV atioft~ at its iftception, throuah the various staees from electronic news

pdIerina, various traMport •• such as studio, microwave, traRlRlissiort, and propeption

)lldtl to the ulti1ft&fe point, the COItlUmer'. receiver. Thete,...net efforts undertaken by

bIoMeut~tMId COItsumer receiver lftIftuflctt.ftn CIMOt be overlooked, if the implCt

to .. exitURa Iel'Vice is to be minimized. COO oontiftues to believe that terrestrial off-the-air

broMcutitII performs and will COIttiRue to perform a necessary role in informinl the ,enera!

public whether it be the \IIlCIerprivile&ed or the Jeneral public. :an.dcasting is the only medium

that provides iftformation at virt1ally no cost to the consumer, provides a wide variety of

propamrniRc and is directly reaponsive to these viewers each ratin& period. It provides local

iRformItioII such as news, weather aJId sports. It is in this context that CDE offers the foUowinl

comments, and we look: forward to further Commission notices reprdiDl the ATV standard and

ATV Table of Allotments and lllipment DldhodoloIy.

We .. that teleYilion JeJVice from the inception was allowed to brin& a multitude of

.-rices to the Jeneral puI:tIic and develop thole Iel'Vices without any diMct loventmental

iJ~. FUNIamentaIly, television and other broIdcuting mediums have served to be the

velticle from which the information revolution has been launched. Therefore, if the Commission

desires this raeclium to COIItinue to be in the foreftoRt of the introduction of information to the

Jeneral public, then the braIdcut industry should be permitted to use the available technical

·Wdb= '-article, Pap 1, a"'iaell Section, November 9, 1995 entitled, -Coalition PIau to BWhI Model
HDTV SUtioIl-.
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eeoJs2 wifIIcJut i........ Tenatrial bRIwrka" JIMIIt be IDle, not OIIly to improve its

,...a.ct hut ...have the~ IIJility to use additional techRical tools to serve the public

(1) CI.deI no~ iMerfereftce to exiltiac UIeI'S and

(2) its primary Ule is bIoMcutiftg to the aenerat public.

The ability to provide these alternatives to the public is indeed remarkable, since Jesa than

till yeus ace the techRical opportuftity for this dilCussion could not be made or imaained.

F~ • adtIliftilltrative stMdpoiftt, CDE believes that the CUl'l'eftt mechanisms of self

......, ,-aic files aad operatiftI lois are proven and effective in carrying out the

CoetRti...'.pl. for lftCMieoriAc Mel maifttaininc compliance with roles for this new medium.

All tele¥itioft 1tatioM, applicants and permittees IS of date of the forthcominig further

IIOOce Oft ATV aliocaban *"tkI be provided the opportunity to offer ATV sipals. This will

)JIOYidiJta their product throuIh the improved high definition sianaI.

FmitellDOIe, while we apee with the ultimate goal of each ItatioR retumina back to ORe

chMMl, we urae that the FCC consider stagered implementation dates. CertaiRly the

~ of au televitiolt stations implementing ATV aDd returning the NTSC channel after

a specific time has eIilpIed may be convenient public policy but it will foster an. abbreviated

Zp. ......, AM __ ..ute..... WII availlNe in .... 1.',; however, .... ComatiIIion .. other .......
... to ,.,.. fr.- .......I••CIII poIIiIriIity ill ..... to hiler PM ..veIop.... TIle CwwiMiop Ieeted
to viM tIIiI ....08, but die outcoae WIll DOt timely DOt decilive eaoucJt to ....we AM broMcutiDc to compete.

•
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tnftIidoIl ti.. ill which it will be fOUIId .... JRlfty small 1IIlUTds~ public and educational

tde¥isioIl .... win be .... to ... the transition.

A8D6er COftIiderIaioft of tailorift& the tnnIition date is .... a sudden curtailment of the

NTSC service ceuW ,.-.,.y teII_ Millions of television Ids UIeIess IIld the ability to dilpOle

of all thae .. in III enviroftmenlally safe nwmtl' will be difficult. For example~ the picture

tut.e itIelf NCpIira special handling. Multiply the disposal of that one component from all the

lets in III~ time frame will be a daunting task. Otherwise~ the countryside will be

littered with uaWlBted chuliaes and tubes.

WItiIe public iftterat ohIip.tionl are pReI'IIly somewhat beyond the teelmical realm of

our aperience~CDE beIiewls that the licentee's public interat obIiptions Mould remaift under

tIrIe same CUI'ft!Ilt reaulatory framework. To our Jmow"'e~ no other mass media

~ service to the COMUJBer has to comply with such extensive public interest

l'IIuIMioM. To exPMd the repIations will not serve Illy purpoIe other than to complicate the

enuance of new service to the aeneraI public. Spectrum fees fall into the same category.

Spectrum fees will only serve to fnJltrate the emerpnce of new services to the public at large.

CDE believes that having a rapid implementation simulcast time requirement will

dillpl'OpOftioftay di_fJ'IAchise the poor and the population in the rural areas. The same

pIliloIophy .".. if too fIpicl a IChedule is Idected for surrenderiRg the NTSC chaMel. The

answer to dIae questiofts CMIIOt be adequately addrased since not one consumer has seen the
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procIuct DOl' is he aware of ita COlt. 'Themore, it is neither realistic nor wiae to try to preordain

answers to thae questions. TIle only~ which poaibIy could be fair and eqw'" is

bued upoI\ • relatively Mah IIW'bt pendntioft, howe¥er, this approICh ..y abo ldveneIy IRd

~y affect the poor IIRd the rural populations. CDE believes this will~ the

Sf ;trw 1eoo·'M'I - I .""1rJk.
cm¢n"jje p.jgt

Ilower thMlRtieipated7 Does die ComMiaioll wish to find itJelf havinl overstated the cue for

ATV'! What if IOIfte technical Uftbown such as the iMbiIity of sipal to actequately pceetrate

or .-ve hilly lad heavily fOftltllld _ such as Pittlburch are found? CDE does not believe

that the iuue of spectnIIft recovery ftOr the issues of the 1eRJth of applications/construction

periodI...... period can be adeflta*ly adcIreued until actual public accqMaRce can be made

.....miRed.

Srrnn=a

COB beIifNa .. tile COIIMRiIlieft hu identified in this ftOtice critical questions which

.-ve to dew:lop a further undeI.....inc of the non-technical requiremeRts. CDE contmues to

believe ...,rally UftfeItrictlDd \lie of this new service sIaould be permitted 10 1oR& as it is

appnJptiate to monitor oompliInce with the rules. CDB does not subscribe to a one-fits-all time
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~ wMJe the NTSC dIMnel is to be returMd. The COIIfttry is too divene aad the

issues too COIIIpIex to fit iftto a Iin&Ie time COftstraint.

])Me: NcMrrtw 1'. 1995


